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EDUCATION 

2021 Department of History, Columbia University  PhD 

2009 International Security/Political Economy, Harvard Kennedy School  MPP 
   
2006  Honors in History, magna cum laude, Davidson College  BA 
 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2021-present Assistant Professor of History, University of Utah 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

2023 “Selling Selective Anti-Statism: The Conservative Persuasion Campaign and the 
Transformation of American Politics since the 1920s,” Modern American History 
6, no. 1 (March 2023): 21-43.  

2022 “Seven Questions on Intelligence History,” Passport: The Society for Historians 
of American Foreign Relations Review 52, no. 3 (January 2022): 30-35 (with 
Richard Immerman, Sarah-Jane Corke, Kathryn Olmsted, and Hugh Wilford). 

2020 “The Ford Administration, the National Security Agency, and the ‘Year of 
Intelligence’: Constructing a New Legal Framework for Intelligence,” Journal of 
Policy History 32, no. 3 (July 2020): 325-359. 

2016 “Simplifying Cybersecurity,” The Hill, February 26, 2016 (with Michael 
Sulmeyer). 

2009 “Afghanistan: Changing the Frame, Changing the Game,” Belfer Center Student 
Paper Series 9, no. 2 (March 2009) (with Yll Bajraktari). 

2006 “A Latin American Shift to the Political Left,” IISS Strategic Comments 12, no. 2 
(March 2006) (with Russell Crandall). 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

The Contest over National Security: FDR, Conservatives, and the Struggle to Claim the Most 
Powerful Phrase in American Politics (in press with Harvard University Press) 

The Secrecy Trap: American Covert Action’s Legacy at Home and Abroad (in progress) 
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HONORS, AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS 

2022-2024 University of Utah SCI-HUM Research Initiative 

2019 Bobby R. Inman Award (Second Prize) 

2015-18 Columbia University Richard Hofstadter Fellow                                                                    

2015 Carnegie Corporation/Columbia SIPA Research Grant     

2013 Secretary of Defense Award for Excellence         

2013  Secretary of Defense Individual Award for Writing Excellence 

2012 Office of the Secretary of Defense Medal for Exceptional Civilian Service  

2010 Department of Defense Special Act Award      

2006 Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 

2006 Phi Beta Delta International Honor Society  

2004 Dean Rusk International Studies Program Class of 1984 Scholarship   

PRESENTATIONS 
2021  “The National Security State That Wasn’t,” Davidson College 

2016  “Thinking about Cyber Thresholds,” Columbia University    

2011  “Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and the ISAF Transition,” Harvard University 

2011  “U.S. Policy towards South Asia,” National Defense University 

2011  “U.S. Interests in India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan,” Foreign Service Institute 

MEDIA 

2021  “September 11th in Historical Perspective,” NBC Salt Lake (TV) 

2020  “Legislative Oversight of Intelligence,” Public Radio International (Radio)                                                  

TEACHING  

2023 American History Survey, University of Utah 

Covert Action and U.S. Foreign Policy, University of Utah 

Recent America, University of Utah 

2022 Graduate Research Seminar, University of Utah 

2021 Covert Action and American Foreign Policy, University of Utah 

 Recent America: The United States since the 1940s, University of Utah 
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SERVICE  

2023  Panelist, Center for Teaching Excellence Annual Teaching Symposium 

2021-  Faculty Graduate Committee, Department of History, University of Utah 

2021-2022 Middle East History Search Committee, University of Utah 

AFFILIATIONS 

2014-  American Historical Association 

2014-  Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations  

 
GRADUATE STUDENTS 

Mark Angelos (History, MA, 2024) 

Gary Mackelprang (History, MA, 2022) 

Eliza McKinney (History, MA, 2023) 

Lisa McMullin (History, MA, 2024) 

Christopher Rich (History, PhD, 2027) 

 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Jamie Nakano (History honors thesis supervisor, 2022-2023)  

Winner of Marriott Library honors thesis award and a Pi Alpha Theta Award 

Luke Seaver (Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP) mentor, 2023) 

 

 


